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%" OMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

5th Annual Connecting
for Conservation Forum
Series
Sdurday, line 172006

Habita AcquisitionTrusts
goal of hostingConnecting for
Conswatioris to fcilitae co-
opegtion and commnicdion
among the manomganizaions
working on emironmental
stavardship and conseation
projects in the Qutal Region
District. This anmal eent
provides oppdunities or in-
depth inteaction with people
working on similar issues in
the commanity

For more informétion:
wwwhé.bcca

=

Food and Fire in Garry
Oak Meadows
Sundg ne 182006

In celebration of Habitat
AcquisitionTrusts 10th
Anniversaly Spealr Series
Chewl Bryce will pesent onifst
naion’s traditional use and
mangement ofGary oak
ecosystemsbin a camas dig as
Chewl tells ustzout her vark
bringing the camas last bak
to her peopleKids’ games
naure walks and a fee salmon
BBQ lund! Meet 812:00 pmta
Matson Conse#tion Area,on
West SongValkway betveen
West By Marina and Baad
Paik. Contact HA to pre-
register 995-2428 or
hamail@h&abccawwwhd.bcca

o o o

\Volunteer with the Garry Oak
Restoration Foject!

Gear up 6r fall and plan to join GORP’
volunteer aaw. Most of the acire
restogtion tales place in thalf and
winter Spring and summereagpod for
monitoring inventorieseduc&on and
pure enjgment!

For more informaion contact:
Jenry & 744-1710
or fems@teluset

GORP work paties thoughout
the summer as needed. Please
chek our websitewwwaoorpsaanie.ca

Call for volunteers:
Victoria Butterfly Count

We ae alays lookingdr keen-
eyed wluntees so gt out yur
field guidelaines MisHly is the
count coodingor; give him a call
at 477-0490.

o

Camas Rark Update:

The bile lane gpansion on
McKenzieAverue bgan this
spring BC Hydro poles and
utilities lines he been meed and
constuction of the bile lane
itself is xpected to stathis
summer Saanit engineering has
worked had to kee the impact
on the Camas measldo a
minimum.

“When the oak is
felled the whole
forest ebhoes with its
fall, but a hundred
acons ae sevn in
silence pan
unnoticed breeze”
[...or ly wluntees!
sic editor].

- Thomas Cdyle

Articles and Ideas wanted!

Do you have information about
Garry oak ecosystems to shar
with other Gary oak ecosystem
enthusiasts? Do gu have
suggestions as to wat
information you'd like to see in
Go Restore!? Please send me
your comments and ideas to:
dechainn@saanich.ca
©e_ . .. .
Submissions and questions

can be sent to the Editor:

Nathalie Debaine
Environmental Edudian Office
The Coporation of the

District of Saanit

770Vemon Averue

Victoria BC V8X 2W7
Phone: 475-5475
Fax: 475-5450
dedainn@saarticca
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2005
Garry Oak Research
Colloquium
Coming soon to

wwwgoelt.ca

Alsa..
GOERT’s 2005
Year in Rview and
2006Workplan
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ISSUE 6

ne flowers gone?

Gonzale’s Lecture)

Sq where hae all thelbwers gone?

and PHD candidate Emily Gonzales begs Accoding to hereseash the bllowing

an een bigier questionhow do
ecosystemsork? Sheaveals thathis
isrit rocket sciencen fact,it is much
more complicated than that!

Emilys reseah project &tempts to ind
out what processes find out plant
comnunities in Gay oak meades She
is trying to detemine if and hev
competition (p invasve gasses) and
herbiory ae contriluting to the demise
of Gary oak ecosystems

So fr, her eseath reveals the impact of
these dctos my deoend on the nare of
the site For examplealthough sotic
grasses had nofe€t on the edtéishment
of ndive forbs in shallw soil sitessome
ndive species estashed alower raes in
the pesence o&xotic gasses in dpe
soils

Emily also epressed conceregarding
naive plantsability to dispese their
seedgpatticulaty when islands ofiabitat
are far avay from one anotheBq in her
spae time she collects andpayaes
animal sdgone ofthe maw joys of
being an ecoffist) to see kich plants a
being dispeed in this mannardive or
non-ndive.

staements a becomingleaer.

* Non-ndive gasses ne dominde
most oak ecosysterbat their
invasion mg not be dsien solef
by competition

* Herbiwores educe the
performance ofnaive plants

» Competition reduces
estdlishment ofndive plants in
de® soil sites

» Herbiores mg also sgrad non-
ndive species thugh theiréces

How do theseifidings inbrm us as
restoetions? By detarining wha
processes amost signi¢ant,and hov
they inteact with one anothdropefuly
we can in@ase our 8tag. Emily
recommends tihae remose non-néve
biomassaugment &as with rtéave species
and eclude herhiores fom restogtion
areas In other vords we ae doing racty
wha we ae supposed {go Go Rstoe!
Now wha do we do with thoseascal
rabbits?




GORP - A Restoration ¥ar in Review

In 2005 the GORP had 5@jisteed wluntees Along with commanity and dwool goups these hat
working wluntees came to 25atk paties and contrited 807 howrto the poject! They removed lage
amounts ofivy, bladkbery and boom and planted tige species to @rent e-esthlishment g these
invasve speciesOn some ofthe GORP sitesve canihally daim thainvasve species @abeing &t in
ched.

Some other highlights thisay intude:laundiing the GORR'first ndive plant sabge and tansplant wark
paties vhere hundeds of camas lbs vere transplanted to théetherly and Plgfair Raiks Mahon
Brook has a e centennial &il, the Stategic Plan w&s updied and manof the GORP sites ke nev
signs The GORP hosted an orietia for nev wluntees, a Site Steard meetingtwo trainingsthe
anrual wlunteer ecagnition &ent and sponsed the Comnmity Eductors to dtend the Edudar’s
Guide vorkshop

So vha can the GORP loolofward to in 20067The GORP is alays seeking to solicit negpaticip&ion
and suppdrfrom the commnity adjacent neighbauiand deools Our Comnunity Eductors ae ley to
increasingwareness and undganding ofour mangement stiegieslike not maving cetain aeasor
removing “pretty lowers” sud as ddbdils crocusesand luebells Hopefully the neighbosrwill help us
remove these and otheeed species (dandelipogster planighistles and poison hemitogtc) thd are
gppearing in mass quantitiespeciaflin seasonal mozones and aas Wer we nmuld with oak lezes

The Reople

Ther were temendoushanggs with

the people wolved with GORP in 2005.
In summay, hee ae the comings anoiggs
in the cogs of the GORP wheel.

The GORP said fairwell” to:

Pat Johnston —Coodinaor of Voluntees

Johanna Bugar - Site Steard (Camas)

Shes off to Oxford in October ér a one-gar MSc in Biodersity Consevation and Mangement.She iselishing
the oppotunity to stugt & their Intenaional Shool of Geayraphy and the Evronment and thinks it will be a
gred oppottunity to leam ebout conseration mangement setegies fom a dpbal pespectie

PeterAllen - Site Stward (Feltham Rrk)
Peter decided taesign as the Site B#ad from the [Eltham site becauseather commitmentdut & least GORP
gets to leg him as a &stoetion Assistant.

Carolyn MacDonald - Stering Committee Chair
(Actuali;, this is moe of a “see gu lder” than a “hirnell”)!

The GORP also welcomed some new faces to the team in 2005:

Jenny Eastman( and dsper)

— Coodingor of Voluntees
A life-long esident ofSaanie, knry has been diing in the dirdoing
restoetion work for maty yeas as a GifGuide university studenthigh
stool teaher, and ndve plant enthusiasknry’s work experience idades
time as a biolgy teaber, pak intempreter and coalingor of voluntees
Jenry shaes her I with her husban&rian and tenty month old son,
JasperHer free timeihds her hikingkayaking reading and planning her
next adrentue. Her favourite Gary oak ecosysteraaipe is Gagon gape
jelly. Yum!

Jacquie Elrick

New Site Stsard Plgfair Ruk
Jacquie is wrking on a diplomaof the RNS mogram,which she disogered after
volunteeringdr the tail tuilding poject & Swan Lale/ Christmas Hill Naure
Sanctugr She has a dagound in landsgee maintenance and holds a
horticulture tetinician cdificae from Kwantlen Collge in Lantgy. Jacquie liks
the use ohaural maerials in landspas sug as e fences and ship boders,
building nck walls and sfis and using p@ctical solutions duas bioengineering
tedhniques lik wattle fencesShe is intested in leaing moe dout saleging
plants and p#cipding with e@eryone else wolved with the GORP

Dr.Valentin Sthaefer

Steering Committee Member
Val lends hisxpettise to the GORP Steering Committee agisteed pofessional biolgist
and an ecolyist. He moved from the mainland lvere he vas the Egcutie Director athe
Cente for Environmental Studies and Urban Eggland a biolgy instuctor @ Doudas
Collgge. He is also an einonmental edutar who has conductedimepus commnity pojects
promoting néure in the cityHe nav oversees the éstoetion of Natural Systems pgram and
sits as thegpresenttive from the Unversity of Victoria on GORR’ Steering Committee

Martin Anderson

New Site Stward Camas &k

Mattin is a etired hiemisty teaber and consultantoim Washington sta. He was lookingdr
an ewironmental poject in vhich to get involved and in 2004 hevsthe GORP tentta local
event and signed on to help on sistoetion work. He has sincetanded wrk paties aall
but one ofthe sitesand will become site wted & Camas &Kk in dily. Mattin is also the oyl
historical eseasher for the GORPHe recenty joined the bodrof the Gary Oak Meadw®
Presevation Society andoluntees as a tutor with Bject Liteagy Victoria.

Nathalie Dechaine

Steering Committee Chair
It's been a @nderful learing experience to bewnlved with the GORR welcome gur ideas
and sugestions to help mak006 ifnot moe thanas successful as 2005!




